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IClemson . sks judg 
I 0 put SUIt on 1I~ld 

Ex-official alleges 'retaliation';
 
university wants time to appeal
 

By Tim SmiDt COURT FILING 
CAPITAL BUREAU Troutman denies deleting
tsmith@greenviflenews.com university data. Page2A 

COLUMBIA - Clemson 
University on Tuesday nied he had done anything 
asked a federal judge to wrong with the laptop and 
suspend a lawsuit brought said Clemson's allegations 
by its former board execu- were further evidence of 
tive secretary until it" can "lLlllawful retaliation." 
appeal the judge's decision 
not to dismiss the case, Troutman has claimed 
according to documents ·he was fired last year in re
filed in federal court. taliation fo.r his accusations 

Also Tuesday, the law- of fiscal mismanagement. 
yers for the fanner execu- Trustees and school offi
tive secretary, Eugene cials have denied any 
Troutman, replied to a 59- wrongdoing. They said in 
page filing by Clemson that court filings Troutman im
denied most of Troutman's properly circumvented the 
claims and alleged he vio- trustees' policy manual by 
lated a federal computer. reorganizing the Internal 
abuse and fraud law by de- .Auditing Division and failed. 
leting and overwriting files to maintain effective work
on a Clemson computer as- ing relationships with the 
signed to him. board, faculty representa

Troutman's lawyers de- tives and administration. 
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By lim Smith 
CAPITAL BUREAU 
tcsmith@greenvillenews.com 

COLUMBrA - Former 
Clemson Unive.rsity execu
tive secretary Eugene 
Troutman did nothing im
proper when he deleted 
files from his laptop com
puter and copied them onto 
a disk as instructed by the 
chairman of the school's 
trustees, Troutman's law
yers said in court docu
ments filed Tuesday. 

Clemson's lawyers have 
alleged that Troutman, 

who has sued the school 
over his firing last year, vi
olated a federal computer 
fraud and abuse law when 

,he deleted all files on his 
"'crernsoJl laptop last year 
adel copied them onto a 
di.1.k 

Clemson's lawyers first 
ra~sed the issue of the 
missing laptop files at a 
h(luring last month, at 
w'hich Troutman's lawyers 
told U.S. District Judge 
Mf,ltthew Perry that their 
cLj~nt had "wiped clean" the' 
hc.;l"c1 drive on the computer
tol protect personal infor

matioll tbat was on it. They 
also said he had copied all 
the school's files and of
ferect them to the school's 
lawyers. 

However, Clemson said 
in its counterclaim that 
wasn't good enough and 
the school had no way of 
knowing whether those 
files were all of those .re
moved froln the computer. 
The school also alleged 
that its costs in the matter 
exceeded $5,000. 

In Trontman's response, 
his lawyers said he was in
'\truded to copy aU of the 

computer's contents onto a 
disk by the chairman of 
Clemson's board, Leon 
"Bill" Hendrix Jr., in August 
2007. Hendrix is a defen
dant in Troutman'S suit. 

Troutman's lawvers de
nied Clemson suffered any 
damage by what Troutman 
did to the laptop. 

Troutman's lawsuit al
leges he lost his job, in 
part. after he spoke out 
about "excessive" salary in
creases given to some uni
versitv administrators. 
Troutnlan also alleged in 
his suit tJlat increases in tn-

I 
I 

ition and fees at Clemson j' 

weren't justified by cuts in 
state appropriations, and f" 
that trustees "hoarded" 
cash from tuition increases 
to build an unrestricted 
$80 million fund. 

Clemson alleged that 
contrary to Troutman's 
claims, he didn't raise the 
issue of the school's $80 
million fund balance until I 
after he was asked to re
sign and had hired a law
yer. The response also de
nied a host of conversa
tions alleged by Tmutma!l. 
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On the runway 
See the latest in fashion at 

,. greenvilleonline.com 

·orrection 
Lawyers for former Clem

son University executive sec
retary Eugene Troutman, who 
is suing the university, said in 
a court filing that Troutman 

ad copies of his laptop com
puter downloaded onto a disk 
while working from home, 
where they said he was in
structed to work by the chair-

an of the university's board 
of trustees, Leon "Bill" Hend
rix. The Greenville News in
correctly reported the filing's 
description of the instructions 
on Wednesday, 
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